At first sight, mutual assistance conventions within the European Union seem to belong to the previous phase of international efforts to counter transborder crime, rather than to the current one.
This statement does not refer to the substantial problem considered here: judicial cooperation between Member States, for instance in the field of collection of evidence, interception of communications and execution of pre-trial measures, is destined to increase proportional to augmented inter-State mobility and to the related spread of organised transnational crime. Rather, it is the traditional juridical instrument of the Convention -and its connected inspiring principles governing relationships between States -which appears to be overcome by the new forms of European interaction in criminal matters. Moreover, the following analysis points out that, in the close and foreseeable future, the old instruments will not be abandoned. However, different systems will coexist, giving rise to the risk of inconsistency, gaps and overlapping, which will probably be encountered on a practical and operational level.
Since the enactment of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), signed in Maastricht on 7 February 1992 (title VI and especially Art. K.1), judicial assistance has certainly represented an important sector in the cooperation in the field of justice and home affairs and especially in criminal matters. Official Journal, L 191, 7.7.1998, pp. 1-3 ; see, further, Joint action of 29 June 1998 adopted by the Council on the basis of Art. K.3 TEU, about the creation of a European Judicial Network, Official Journal, L 191, 7.7.1998, pp. 4-7; Joint Action of 22 April 1996, adopted 
